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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCES.
COMMERCE WITH ASIA.

The general interest which has been attracted
'Inward the Asiatic coasts and islands by our pro¬
jected expedition to Japan, has directed oar atten¬
tion to * document which has been lying on our

table tome time.we allude to Mr. Balestier's
report to the Government °f »v|e mission to
Soutbetatera Am, wUon was WmunicateJ to
Ckaurttta and sriotel1* jcder of oti ffanaVt HisU *T SepartmcM
aad cttherfl forms a prat of t]|ie document, and we

propose to give a concise view of tne whole to our

readers.
President Taylor and his "Secretal-y of State,

Mr. Clayton, being sensible of the importance of
giving all the extension possible to our commerce,
wherever ships could penetrate, sought to facilitate
its development in the further East, among the
Cochin Chinese, the Siamese, and the Malays, by
remodelling old treaties of commerce, or faking
.new ones with them. And for this purpose Mr.
Balestier was chosen as being peculiarly well quali¬
fied by his long residence as our Consul at Singa¬
pore.

Mr. Balestier was directed, after his arrival in
the China seas, to proceed in the first place to Cochin
China, or Anam, to offer reparation to the Govern¬
ment for an act of hostility alleged to have been
committed by the commander of one of our public
ships in 1845 on the subjects of the King of that
country. And he was moreover directed to carry and
deliver a letter from the President to the King, inviting
him to enter into bonds of friendship and commerce with
the United States. This duty performed, he was next to

prooeed to Siam to deliver in like manner a letter from
the President to the King, inviting him to a remodelling
of the treaty concluded with him on a former occasion, ag
the altered policy of that country required, in order to
make it available. Mr. B. was directed then to proceed
to Borneo to seek the establishment of friendly relations
and trade with the Rajah ofSarawak and Bruni, or Borneo;
after which he was to make friendly visits to the Islands
of Lombok and Bali, and finally visit the Pepper Ports on

the coast of the Island of Sumatra.
According to his instructions, Mr. Balestier embarked

at Boston in August, 1849, for England, and thence by
the overland route via Egypt to the straits of Malacca
aad to China. "On his passage through Egypt he was

struck with the singular fact, after due inquiry, that there
was no direct trade to that country from the United
States, and that amidst a population of nearly three mil-
lions Egyptians, there was n(tt a single American resi¬
dent engaged in oommerce.''
On Mr. Balestier's arrival in China, November 24, he

WM disappointed in obtaining a conveyance to take him
on his mission, the commodore on the station declining to
oommenoe a new cruise, as he was daily expecting to be
relieved in his command by the arrival of his successor, to
whom he referred him. As the new commander of the
East India station did not reach Macao until the 19th of
February, 1850, Mr. Balestier lost three months of favor¬
able wind for his voyage. He, however, was enabled to set
sail from Macao on the 22d of February, in the United
States ship Plymouth, Captain Gedney, to the port of

Turong, in Cochin China. Mr. Balestier appears to

have been fortunate in obtaining the valuable assistance
of the Rev. Mr. Dean, an Amerioan Missionary, well
versed in the Chinese and Siamese languages, as his
secretary.

*
j

The Plymouth anchored in the spacious harbor of Tu-

rong on the 25th of the same month, and she was soon

after visited by some inferior officers, who came to inquire
about the business she was upon. Haying foreseen this,
Mr. Balestier had had prepared a paper in the Chinese
language, (which is used in common bj the Cochin Chi¬

nese,) explanatory of his mission, whichi having carefully
read, they departed, and declined to carry the paper with
them, giving assurance, however, that they would make
known its contents to their superiors on shore. On the

day following, Mr. Balestier was again visited by other
offioers of higher rank, on the same mission, to whom the

paper shown on the day previous was presented, which,
on being urged to carry on shore, they refused, saying
that " What the eye hath seen the mouth will faithfully
report," and they left the ship. No further communica¬
tion was held.and indeed not a market boat came near

the ship until the 1st of March, when an officer of a higher
rank, accompanied by the subordinates who had come

before, came for the like purpose of inquiry. Explana¬
tions were given, and the President's letter to the King,
enclosed in a sandal wood box, in accordance with the

etiquette of the Court of Pekin, was exhibited, after which

they took leave, with a promise that in a few days a great
¦an from Hu4, the capital, would attend upon the Envoy.
Their demeanor was courteous, but cautious, for they
.aid they had been deceived by foreigners in ships of war,
Who came and were reoeived as friends, but destroyed
their ships and people.

In an excursion which Mr. Balestier made on shore to

the principal town, near the anchorage, he was surprised
to see the stillness and desolation, where, but a few years
before, the bustle of commerce prevailed in an eminent

degree. And to his inquiries of the authorities who ac-

oompanied him, it was replied that the Government had
oeased to encourage the industry of the country, by with¬
holding advances of money to the cultivators ot the soil
and others: neither would the King allow of foreign trade,
having ordered the shipping which escaped destruction
to be taken into the river on which Hu4 is built.
The Envoy was visited again on the 6th by the same

offioers for the purpose ef knowing the oontents of the
President's letter. At first the request was declined;
but on rejection that these offioers were mere passive in¬
struments in the hands of their superiors, and debarred
from the privilege of presenting their own views on any
serious matter, and considering farther the time already
lost in unproductive intercourse, and, above all, the ad¬
vanced state of the northeast monsoon, and the Intimation
given by the commodore that the Plymouth would have
to return home before the mission oould be oompleted
all these considerations determined Mr. Balestier to waive
. rigid exaction of propriety, and on the same afternoon
be went on shore, and in the town hall he met the princi¬
pal offioers and informed them that be had oonsented to
sommunioate to them the translation of the letter. They
listened to the reading with great attention, objecting, ia
the first place, to the name by which their oountry was

called, and in the second place to the dosing remarks of

the President, which they construed into a threat to their
King. It was said to them, in reply, that as they held no

regular diplomatic intercourse with the western nations,
and gave them no notice of the accession of their princes
or ol their titles, it oould not justly be thought extraor¬
dinary if Europeans fell into errors about suoh matters,
which were known to themselves only; that, in the second
place, what they considered as a threat was not so in re¬

ality ; for the President had merely warned their King
that if; After haying received his letter of friendship and
conciliation, disowning any act of hostility by an officer
of the United States, and offering to make amends on be¬
ing satisfied of the justness of the complaint, he should
persist in harboring enmity and execute his swn threats
ef avenging himself upon Americans who chanced to fall
in his power, that then the President would feel himself
obliged to send war ships to Anam to demand satisfaction
for such revengeful conduct.

Night comingon the parties separated, and in the morn¬
ing they closed the discussion, which, as before, led to

nothing definite. The natives were permitted to oarry
with them a translation in Chinese of the President's let¬
ter. Mr. Balestier made another visit to the town, and
took with him a map of the United States, which, with
our treaty with China, was explained to the officers.
At last, on the liith, an »ftoer came with information

that the Govern©* of of Kyangnam had a*

H^wdwa. W hort a conference with the En-
wy, tfhO 'complhd, at he had,already been at

Turong sixteeft d«ys.
On landing Ihe American Envoy and suite were con¬

ducted to the great hall of audience, as on the former oc¬

casion, and not long after their arrival the entrance of a

body of soldiers into the court of the hall announced the
approach of the Governor.

After the usual compliments, the Governor inquired
about the object of the mission. The paper in the Chi¬
nese language, already alluded to, was presented to him,
upon seeing which he said the contents were already known
to him. He inquired what the Envoy had further to com
municate. He was informed that he was the bearer of a

letter from the chief ofhis nation, a copy of which had been
oommunicatedtohim, andwhich, as directed.hewasanxious
to deliver. In reply, the Governor said that as the letter
contained what was not correct, it could not be delivered
to the King ; that no letters could be laid before the King
until his officers had examined and approved them. The
Envoy objected to this course, inasmuch as the letter was
from the Chief of the United States to the Chief of Anam,
both placed in the sume elevated station, and that no sub^
ject or person of inferior rank had a right to interfere in
its course. The Governor having said again that he could
not deviate from accustomed usage, the secretary of
the commission asked him in Chinese characters "if such
is the custom observed towards China ?" He wrote, in
reply, " China needs not the same as other countries."

After a long discussion the Envoy stated his impression
and firm belief that the objection made to receiving the
President's letter was only a convenient pretext not to
have such a document on record to arrest their hands
when about to execute vengeance upon defenceless and
innocent Americans for supposed wrongs; that, from his
persona] knowledge of the cruel practices of the Cochin-
Chinese towards their enemies, he fully believed they were
unwilling to enter into relations of friendship with the
Americans, but preferred leaving themselves at liberty, as

the last King had made known to him, (Mr. Balestier,) to
abide his own time to wreak his vengeance on those Ame¬
ricans who should unfortunately fall into his hands; that
their proceedings on this occasion towards the letter of
the President amounted to an insult, and clearly satisfied
him ef the hostile and wicked intention of the Govern¬
ment. Against such a diabolical course the Envoy warn¬

ed them, telling the Governor that the United States was

a powerful nation and would visit with exemplary severi¬
ty all acts of cruelty or violence put on any of her citizens.
A splendid repast, after the fashion of the country, was

then served; and, after a new effort to bring about
more favorable negotiations, the Governor broke up the
meeting and returned to Hu4.

Mr. Balestier inclines to the belief that had he appear¬
ed at Turong with a squadron of three ships, as was ori¬
ginally intended by the Secretary of State, instead of but
one, the result of the mission would have been otherwise .

"for, says he, "the Cochin-Chinese are like all other
isolated and uninformed people, full of vain pretensions
and childish conceit. Alyect slaves themselves, and sub¬
servient to their sovereigns and superiors, they have a total
disregard to the feelings of others; and in their unbound¬
ed notion of their own greatness they are pleased to con¬
sider as a homage due to them every attempt on the part
of Europeans to enter into friendly relations with them.'.
And Mr. Balestier suggested the necessity of demanding
security of them for the lives and property of Americans
which are exposed along an extensive line of coast in the
China Sea 'by an armed force able to enforce the de¬
mand; which he, however, believes could be obtained
without bloodshed by a squadron of three ships of war.
In the hope of receiving intimation of a more favorable

disposition to treat, Mr. Balestier remained at the an¬

chorage until the 16th March, when, hearing nothing from
the shore, he informed the commodore that he was ready
to proceed further on his mission, vix. to Bangkok in
Siam. The anchors were weighed and the Plymouth glid¬
ed out of the celebrated harbor of Turong, now entirely
deserted by the shipping which of old crowded it.

The wind and current proving favorable, the ship an¬
chored off the bar of the river M.-nam, upon which the
city of Bangkok is built, on the 24th of March On the
day following an inferior offioer came on board to make
inquiries as to the object of the visit of the ship, when a

paper in the Siamese language, prepared beforehand, as

had been done at Turong, explanatory of the object of the
mission, was delivered to him, with which he retained to
the shore, taking with him likewise a letter from the En¬
voy to the American missionaries stationed at Bangkok,
requesting them to aid in pressing the arrangements for
his landing, and precise information as to the existence
of the cholera, which was reported to be ravaging the city.
A few days after information was received from the

Siamese authorities and by a missionary who oame on
board that the usual preparations to receive the Envoy
had been ordered, and that the cholera had so far abated
in the city as to cause no apprehension with common care.

A day or two previous to the arrival of the Plymouth,
a British war steamer had arrived in the river iMa-nam,
bringing the announcement of the early coming of a Bri¬
tish commissioner to the King on a similar mission. The
Court of Siam, dreading any approach of the English,
manifested great joy when news of the arrival of our mis¬
sion reached it; for the King was reported to have ex*

pressed his pleasure by saying that the Americans were

his friends, and the preparations which were made to re¬

ceive them were in acoordanoe with these feelings. But
this friendly disposition seems to have been changed to

disappointment when, on the morning pf the 3d of April,
the Envoy was seen to occupy himself, the secretary of
the embassy, and a missionary only, one of the 8tate
barges. Great was the disappointment shown by the
Siamese officers because, on the present oocasion, as on

former ones, the Envoy was not accompanied by a retinue
of officers and a guard of marines. And this they consi¬
dered as disrespectful to the King and oountry; and hence
the origin of the inattention shown to him. The preva¬
lence of the cholera deterred the oommodore from per¬
mitting any communication by himself or his officers or

marines with the shore.a very unfortunate circumstance,
but whioh the oommodore justified by the circular orders
of the Navy Department. Mr. Baleetier remonstrated,
bnt the oommodore oonsidered that prudence and his in¬
structions forbade compliance. ."

Prom that time a systematic coarse of intervention was

pursued towards Mr. Balestier, which continued until he
was forced to leave without being able to effect any part
ot his mission. Along his progress up to the capital be
was left to be attended by inferior officers; and when he
reached the residence whict had been prepared for him
he remained in the hands of persons of inferior station
and of servants, nearly a week passing before he had an

interview with the high authorities of the country, to sub¬
mit the object of his mission. At this meeting, which
was numerously attended, the Envoy availed himself of
the aid and experience of our missionaries, many of whoa
had long resided there; and through them he madeknown
the object of his visit to be to deliver a letter to the King
from the President, and to propose a revision of the trea^
ty formerly made by Mr. Roberts.

These requests they refused compliance with, on va-

nous accounts, such as that they did not know the con¬
tents of the letter, (although an official translation of it
had been delivered on the day following his u«H«..g at
Bangkok;) that the envelope of the letter was not like1
that brought by Mr. Roberts; that having a different seal
and ribands, and consequently this could not be a genu¬
ine one; that the treaty was a good one, and required no

change, &c. After a considerable time spent in useless
endeavors to remove their objections, Mr. Balestier con-
eluded to retire, obeerving ta_the Sianwrthat they As¬
sumed a very heavy responsibility in refusing the delivery
of the President's letter io their King, and that upon them
must rest all the evil that might grow out of such on in¬
sult, offered to a great country like the United States.
The fact is, that the principal nobles of the oountry,

those charged with the .administration of its affairs, are

not only the owners of the whole native shipping, but they
have a monopoly of the productions of the oountry, which
they hold under a farm-system from the Crown. These
they receive at their own valuation from the producers, to
be disposed of at their own price; and so also the sale of
many articles of import are fanned out. These function¬
aries saw that if the trade with the Americans was re¬
stored to its former state of freedom, they would lose the
advantages of the monopolies that had been conceded to
them; and in order to prevent the strict observance of the
existing treaty of commerce with the United States, they
shrewdly set to work to make it appear to the King and
to the people that the embassy was not what it pretended
to be. And in order to get rid of Mr. Balestier entirely,
they trumped up a story that at the conference he rose

up, behaved unbecomingly and dictatorially, no indica¬
tions of which appear to have been observed, and are

contradicted by the four American missionaries who ac¬

companied Mr. Balestier, as fully appears by their writ¬
ten interview, all of which Mr. Balestier inserts in his offi¬
cial report.
On the day following that of the meeting the Siamese

officers, Mr. Balestier addressed to the chief of them a
letter on the object of his mission, and expressive of his
desire to bring it to a successful 'issue; which letter re¬

maining unnoticed, he again wrote on the 18th, request¬
ing to be furnished with a conveyance to the Plymouth on
the 20th, unless in the mean time official intercourse was

renewed with him. On the evening of the 19th he finally
received a lengthy communication in reply to his notes
indirectly denying that we had cause to complain of any
infringement of the treaty, asserting that the trade was

as open as ever, and again charging on Mr. Balestier the
unsatisfactory result of the meeting, and that prepare-
lions for his departure had been ordered. This commu¬
nication brought foAh another long letter from the En¬
voy, in which he enters into an explanation of his deport¬
ment at the meeting, observing that "your Excellency
cannot fail to be aware that Europeans, and much less
citizens of the United States of America, are not in the
habit of bowing the knet or crouching before their supe¬
riors, however exalted in rank, and much less to their
equals. And what your Excellency is pleased to consider
indicative of anger and disrespect was nothing more than
the usage of his country, which requires that a person ad¬
dressing an assembly should do so standing, and in a tone
of voice audible to the whole assembly." He then adduces
the proofs of the violation of our treaty stipulations for
an open and free market, by placing the sale of the pro¬
ducts of the country exclusively in the hands and under
the oontrol of Chinamen, and likewise giving the monopo¬
ly of purchasing metals imported in American ships, upon
which the regular custom dues have already been paid by
the importing vessel to certain farmers, who resell it to
others, charging a duty of one ticala, or sixty cents, per
picul.

Mr. Balestier embarked on the river on the morning
following, in expectation of meeting the Plymouth at her
former anchorage. But in this expectation he was disap¬
pointed, as the ship was not at the bar, and he embarked
in a smaU schooner in search of her some forty miles down
the gulf, where he found her and went on board.

With regard to the trade of Siam at the time of his
visit, he says that it was reduced to a very low condition
in consequence of the farming monopoly system ; for the
very low price given to the Chinese sugar cultivators be¬
ing below the cost of production, these industrious peo¬
ple, the principal cultivator, in Siam, had for the greater

SiSSfT- thei:fle,di: and in"t*ad °f *** °f
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3*.,000,000 of pounds, as before J840, when th* farm sys¬
tem commenced, that of I860 was supposed by competent
residents not to exceed ten and a half millions of pounds
The arrival of foreign ship, had oeased altogether during
the five previous years, whilst their own shipping, trading
exclusively to the Straits of Malacca and the Island of
Java, had increased to five thousand tons; and this was
more than oould be employed, as the exportation of rice,
which might be grown to any extent, is wholly pro¬
hibited.
The Plymouth, having left the waters of Siam, pursued

a ceurse towards " Subi," a small island upon which some

years before an American shig was stranded and lost
and to the chief of which Mr. Balestier was instructed to
deliver a gold medal and other presents from the Presi¬
dent, as acknowledgment of the hospitable reception given
by the chief to her crew.

The new settlement of Sarawak, on the coast of Borneo,
was next visited, to deliver a latter of friendship to Sir
James Brooke, the R^jah, who was absent, but his repre¬
sentatives in the Govqpunent expressed their gratification
at receiving so flattering a mark of attention from the
President of the United States, and their belief that the
Rajah would very readily enter into a convention of friend¬
ship and trade with the Americans on a liberal footing.
From Sarawak the ship proceeded along the coast of

the great Island of Borneo to the newly-established Bri¬
tish settlement of Lahnan, before which the Plymouth
anchored on the 7th of May. The Governor was absent,
but he had directed those in charge of the government to

give the Envoy every aid and assistance in his negotia¬
tions with the Sultan of Bruni, or Borneo proper, whose
dominions extend over a very considerable part of that
vast island, the capital of which (Bruni) lies about thirty
miles up a broad and deep river. Thither Mr. Balestier
went in one of the ship'a boats, and on his arrival he was
reoeived with great demonstrations of joy by the Malay
authorities. Arrangements were made for a royal recep¬
tion on the following day, and a salute was fired on his
entering the great hall of reception with his suite. Mr.
Balestier found the Sultan and his principal officers of
State assembled. On presenting to the Saltan the Presi¬
dent's letter, and on his breaking the seal, another salnte
was fired as a mark of respect for it ** I then (says Mr.
B.) explained to his Highness that the object of my mis¬
sion was one of friendship and peace, and an endeavor on

the part of my Government to enter into friendly and
oommeroiel relations with his States, now that happily
the pirates and freebooters who for jean had interrupted

commerce i, tue neighboring sea* had been extirpated or

pat down And with this friendly object I *ai instruct¬
ed to invite iwi to enter into negotiations, which I hoped
would tern id aw* in a contention of friendship and com¬
merce mut aliy advantageous to the two countries. The
Sultan iiai nt<*ately replied that, as he felt the advantages
of friends) and trade with the United States, he was

perfectly > iy to appoint one or more ministers to ne¬

gotiate wi r» aie, and he hoped to a good purpose."
" jlecanlxgly, on the same day, after the audience, I

was enl)e<l mpon by Prince Makota, one of the most en-

ligfajMed officers of the Court, who brought me a letter
front the iuitan to the effect that he had the proper autho¬
rity iieleru "1 to him to treat with me. For greater per-
sonfd ooiwnience we agreed to go to Labuon, where, after
confer* ) ce i'or two days, the articles of a convention were

agVM<i ipon, an follows
Bis Hguuess Omar Ali Sxifedicn ebu Marhoun, Sultan

mahoin«i Jaina-lil-alam, and 1'anginan Anak Munim, to whom
bekeg iie ' >< vcrnmeut of the coantry of Brani and ali it>
provin< and dependencies, for themselves and their descend¬
ants, on she one part, and the United States of America on the
other, b ,'t agreed 10 cement the friendship which has longu»A luujily existed betweon them by a convention, containing
the-fcll'iving articles:
JpL 1 eaoe, friendship, and good understanding shall,

heacefcrward and forever, subsist between the United States
of Anwica and his Highness Omar Ali Saifedden, Sultan of
Bt ioo; »r.d their respective suooe-i-ors, citieens and »uhjoct»_Art. ir The citisena of the United State? of America Bhall
have a fill liberty to enter into, reside in, trade with, and pass
with theLHinerchafcdise. through all parts of the dominions of
his Highciss the Sultan of Borneo, and they shall enjoy there¬
in all the trivilegcB and advantages with respect to commerce
or otherwise which are now or which may hereafter be grant¬
ed to the citizens or subjects of the most favored nation ;«and
the subject) uf his Highness the Sultan of Borneo shall, in like
manner, ert/r into, reside in, trade with, and pass through
with their Merchandise all parts of the United States of -^mc"
rica as free* as the citisena and subjects of the most favored
nation: »nI they shall enjoy in the United States of America
all the privileges and advantages with respcct to commerce or
otherwise which arc now, or may hereafter be, granted therein
to the citizens or subjects of the most favored nation.

Article III. Oitiicns of the United States shall be permitted
to purcha®, rent, or occupy, or in any other legal way to ac¬

quire, all kinds of property within the dominions of his High-
nesi the Saltan of Borneo: and his Highness engages that
sues citiiei? of the United States of America shall, as far as

lies in his power, within his dominions, enjoy full and com¬

plete protecfon and security for themselves and for any pro-
pertY whicK\hey may so acquire in future, or which they may
have acquirid already, before the date of the present con¬
vention.

. ,Art. IV. Jo article whatever shall be prohibited from being
imported info or exported from the territories of his Highness
the Sultan o{ Borneo; but the trade between the United States
of America ind the dominions of bis Highness the Sultan of
Borneo shajJ be perfectly froc, and shall be only subject to the
custom dules which may hereafter be in force in regard to
such trade! '

Art. V. Jo duty exceeding one dollar per registered ton shall
be levied ok American vessels entering the ports of his High¬
ness the Saltan of Borneo; and this fixed duty of one dollar
per ton toTe levied on all American vessels shall be in lieu of
all other clfirges or duties whatever. His Highness moreover

engages thk American trade and American good? shall be ex¬

empt from any internal duties, and also from any injurious
regulations {which may hereafter from whatever causes be
adopted in ke dominions of the Sultan of Borneo.

Art. VI. lis Highness the^ultan of Borneo agrees that no

duty whate^r shall be levied on the exportation from his
Highness' dominions of any articles the growth, produce, or
manufacture bf those dominions.

Art. VII. |is Highness the Sultan of Borneo engages to
permit the sh\ps-of-war of the United States of America freely
to enter the ports, rivers, and creeks situate within hi. do¬
minions, and k> allow such ehips to provide themsehes, at a

fair and modtrate price, with such supplies, stores, and pro¬
visions as thej may fiom time to time stand in need of.

Art. VIII. If any vessel under the American flag should be
wrecked on tht coast of the dominions of his Highness the
Sultan of Borneo, his Highness engages to give all the assis¬
tance n his power to recover for and deliver over to the own-

ers thereof all the property that can be saved from such ves¬
sels. His Highness further engages to extend to the officers
and ciew, and to all other persons on board of such vessels,
full protection, both as to their persons and as to theirproperty.

Art. IX. His II ghnets the Sultan of Borneo agrees that
in all cases where a citiien of the United State* shall be ac¬
cused of any erime, committed in any partof his Highaosi the
Sultan's dominions, the person so accused shall be exclusively
tried and a<l)udged by the American corral, or other officer
duly appointed for that purpoee. And in all oases where dis¬
putes and differences arise between American eitiiens and the
subjects of his Highness the Sultan of Borneo, or between
American citisens and the citisens and subjects of any other
foreigi' Power, in the dominions of his Highness the Sultan of
Borneo, the American oonsul, or other duly appointed officers,
shall hate the power to hear and deeide the same without any
lnterferem-". molestation, or hindrance on the part of any au¬

thority of Borneo, either before, during, or after the litigation.
This treaty shall be ratified, and the ratification thereof shall
be exchanged at Bruni within two years after this date.
Bone at the city of Bruni, on this twenty third day of June,

Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and fifty, and on

the thirteenth daf of the month Saabon, of the year of the
Herira one thousand two hundred and sixty-six.* JOSEPH BALEBTIER,

SULTAJf OMAR, Ali, Ae., ke.
By the terms of this Convention free entrance to our

citizens with their goods and protection to persons and
property are guarantied whilst in the country, with pri¬
vilege to acquire and to bold all kinds of property, and
to be free to import every article of commerce on which,
in lien of other duty or charge whatever, one dol¬
lar per ton of the registered tonnage of the vessel is ex¬

acted, and nothing on exportations; and farther, free
ingress isto the ports and rivers to obtain supplies at
moderate prices is stipulated, as weU as protection, and
the settlement of crimes or disputes by an American con¬

sul, or otier persons duly appointed to hear and decide
the same without interference, molestation, or hindrance
on the part of any anthority of the country, placing us

on the most favorable footing for the extensive trade,
which, before many years, that fruitful and teeming conn-

try might develop. Besides the usual products of the
tropics, that favored land abounds in gotta percha and
india rubber in inexhaustible quantity, and, among other
mineral products, antimony ore and bituminous com art

said to be every where found.
Prom Borneo Mr. Balestier returned to Macao, with aa

expectation of resuming and ending his mission to the
Island of Lambok and Bali, and Anally to the pepper
ports, on the west coast of Sumatra But in this he was

disappointed, as the Plymouth was obliged by her orders
to return home. He remained in China until the month of
November, in expectation of the arrival of one or two

ships of war, which he was informed would furnish him a

conveyance to complete his duties. But neither of them
having reached China previous to the setting ia of the
northeast monsoon, in order to save them the usually
rough passage up the China sea during that period, he
repaired to Batavia, in the island of Java, to await there
passage through the 8taits of Sunda.

Whilst at Batavia waiting for the expected arrival of
the ships, Mir. Baleetier availed himself of the opportu¬
nity to aequaint himself with the oondition of our trade
with the Netherland India, on which he addressed a fall
report to the Government, with an acoount of the govern¬
ment, culture, and oost of production of the products in
the island of Java, their principal possession, and called
attention to the grievances under which American com¬

merce labors ia those possessions, all of which is given in
detail ia his voluminous report.

Respecting Japan, Mr. Balestier says that he applied
himaelf whilst ia the Bast to obtain the most reliable in¬
formation from persons having recently occupied oflcial
situations in that oeuntry, the result of which was to im¬
press him with the belief that any attempt at negotiatioa
with the jealous and isolated people, for a friendly inter¬
course, by any one of the nations of Europe alone, would
be likely to prove unsuooeesful. But, on the other hand,
he was led to believe that a combined and joint demon¬
stration by the three principal maritime nations of the
West, vij. the United States, England, and Prance, would
present an unmistakable intimation to Japan that the
day had arrived when she must enter iato the great family
of nations, and that she must cease her barbarous course

toward® shipwrecked and other foreigners whom ohanee
might oast on her territory, and no lenger doom them to

imprisonment In iron eages and otherwise torture them to
death; but that hereafter they must be treated la a

friendly tad hospitable manner, so long as they demean

themselves in accordance with the laws and customs of
the country ; aud also to invite them to open their ports
for the purpose of trade. !

Our newly-acquired possessions on the Pacifio open a

great present and future trade with Chin* and India, in
following which the islands of Japan lie in the direct
traek, and nothing would seem more appropriate tfran
that the United States should take the initiative in mov¬

ing the great commercial nations of the West, all of
whom are interested in this work of commercial inter¬
course and civilization. But should it refuse to negotiate
and yield to the just demands of Europe and America,
then a resort to a system of blockade of their principal
ports and along their coast, cutting off their coasting
trade and their necessary supplies, will not be likely to

,
ln Ringing them to fair terms, and a proper recogni¬

tion of international relations and obligations.
On the 10th of May Mr. Balestier received a despatch

terminating his mission.
About that time the king of Siam died, and was suc¬

ceeded by his two brothers, who, having had formerly
considerable interoourse with Europeans, particularly
with Americans, whose language they speak, Mr. Balea-
tier suggests the sending of a new mission to place our
trade there on its former footing.

POSITION OF AMERICAN CLEROY*.

FROM THE HOM1 JOURNAL, (NEW YORK.)
The Christian Inquirer of this city, a paper con-

ducted with ability, and pervaded always by a libe¬
ral and humane spirit, concludes an articlc upon
the American Clergy" with the following words:
'. We believe that the voluntary system in this country

is as yet in a very crude and undeveloped state, and that
far more decided measures than is generally thought are

.gU,arcl agai?st Eminent dangers, especially
tL tin i m uffUC8 of a/orcign priesthood, who know
too well the weak points of our system, and who, how¬
ever much under authority, are in some respects freefrom
our dependence upon the congregation*. We intended to pur¬
sue the subject, but our columns are so crowded as to for¬
bid at present."
We italicise a line of the above, because there the wri¬

ter had his finger upon the sore place. That is the very
eore of the difficulty, "our dependence upon the congrega¬
tions.' We regret that the Inquirer did not "pursue the
subjectand we yet hope to see in its columns the frank¬
est and fullest exposition of its opinions upon this most

important subject.
We have another paragraph lying before us, clipped

some time ago from the Olive Branch, which states the
case in eloquent burlesque. It is signed " Fanny Fern,"
who must be a clergyman's wife or daughter, so thorough
an understanding has she of the complicated difficulties
of a clergyman's position : «

THE MODEL MINISTER.
He never exchanges; is not particular whether he occu¬

pies a four-story house or a ten-footer for a parsonage.
Considers 44 donation parties" an invention of the adversa¬
ry ; preaches round and round the commandments in such
& circular way as not to hit the peculiar-isticks of any of
his parishioners. Selects the hymn to suit the singing
choir instead of himself; never forgets, when excited in

liV4*' 11141 pulpit cushion« are expensive articles. Visits
all his people once a month, and receives their visits when-
ever they choose to inflict 'em ; brings forth things 44 new
and old" every Sunday, more particularly new. Knows
by intuition, at a funeral, the state of mind of every dis¬
tant relative of the deceased, and always hits the right
nail on the head in his prayer. When he baptizes a girl
baby, never afflicts the anxious mother by pronouncing
Louisa Ijouizy. Frowns upon all attempts to get him a

new eloak. Looks upon 44 bronchitis throat complaints"
and "journeys to Europe" as modern humbugs; never
wears a better coat than any of his parishioners. Submits
hit prttxtte personal expense¦* to a nmmittm. of the greatest
dunderheads m Aw congregmi^n Has the eloquence of
Paul, the wisdom of Solomon, the patience of Job the
meekness of Moses, the constitution of an elephant, and.
lives on $200 a year!

H s

We were wrong in calling the above burlesque. We
know, and a large number of our readers know, that it is
an almost literal statement of facts.

There are certain subjects upon which it is dangerous,
in this nation, to speak; because it is universally sup¬
posed that we are so absolutely and finally eight in our

view of them, that to express even a timid and modest
doubt respecting the correctness of the popular opinion is
regarded as a species of impiety, if it is a religious mat¬
ter.or treason, if the subject is political. The subject
named at the head of this article is one of these. Sanc¬
tioned, however, by such high religious authorities as

those just quoted, we may perhaps be pardoned for offer¬
ing a few observations on a matter most intimately con¬

nected with the preservation, not to say the progress, of
civilisation in this Western world. So far in our history
the preservation of civilisation, amid the manifold ten¬
dencies to barbarism incident to the settlement of a new

country, is due mainly to the labors of the clergy At
this moment there are vast regions in the Western country
where the sole hope and stay of civilisation is the Metho¬
dist pioneer preacher; where the tiding, that there is a

better life than that of earth, noble* pleasures than those
of sense, worthier aims than worldly fortune, reach the
ears of the people through him alone. But whether the
clergy are destined to carry on to completion what they
have begun, or whether the clerical profession is to be
come exunct, and a wholly different religious organiw-
Uon is to take its place, depends simply upon this.whe¬
ther the *npport of the American clergy shall
or shall not be placed on a better, juster, and inde-
pendent footing than it now ia. At present, as is well

foTsiTjn' cie* 411 10 the extinction of the pro-

There are three ways now practised in the Christian
world of importing the clergy One it for the Govern¬
ment, m in Prance, to pay the salaries out of the ordina¬
ry revenue*, just an the civil officials are paid. Another
is the Kngliah method of tithes and livings, the right of
the clergyman to the tithe, or ita commuted equivalent,
being recognised and protected by the law, and the cler¬
gyman holding his living for life, or "good behavior."
Tbe third is the voluntary system, in which the paator is
the hireling of his flock, is appointed by his flock, holds bis
place at the pleasure of his flock, and is subject to all the
whims and caprices of his flock, whom he must pletut or
Uavf. Under all of these different systems, the clergy, as
a class, have always been poor; and, to their honor he it
said, have never, as a elass, complained of their poverty.
It is wages enough, they have always felt, to be occupied
immediately in the affairs of the soul, and be exempt from
worldly distractions. Nor is it of their poverty that our

clergymen are accustomed to complain ; though they
might well do so. Heaven knows t It is tbe m»«cwrity of
their position, their dependant, semi-pauperlike condition
They are aware, of course, (hat a man with an income of
four hundred dollars a year, upon which a family, and
perhaps an indispensable horse, are to be maintained,
can preach with little effect to a man who emits in an
income of ten thousand, particularly in these days when
money is the only thing to which tinetrt homagp is paidBut if that annual pittance of four hundred dollars were
wholly, indisputably, and for life, his own, then the pas¬
tor, intrenching himself in the inherent dignity of his
position, conld safely defy his proud parimioner, and
preach forth the words of truth and righteousness, with¬
out fear or favor. Can he do a? now f Yes, if he is
strong and unmarried. But who can help being a coward
when his children's bread, perchance his aged mother's,
hangs upon the will, the whim of a purse-proud "dun¬
derhead''" In such a case oowardioe is virtue and mar¬
tyrdom is base.
And here, if space permitted, what a catalogue of pain¬

ful facts eould we adduoe! What tales of aniious trim¬
ming between interest a»d duty ! What instances of vene¬
rable and saintly men turned out to die like worn out
horses, after very many years of devoted herculean, self-
forgetting labors ! It was only a Ibw months ago that a
remark was addressed to oureelvee by a learned New in¬
lander, that illustrates in a most foroible manner the un¬
stable and dependant nature of a clergyman's position.
Raid our fHend: " It is an unhappy thing for the peace of
a village for a new doctor to settle in it, for generally he
turns out the minister in the course of two of three yean."
The new comer, he explained, is usually a new light, and
the old doctor it always a stickler for the old practice.

£?«&"zvsl.
well, ull the minister himself requires the . «

apMM and then he find.Sttf
Of

summons the old gentleman he makes enemies

.®8r> *»d t^nk he is - behind the aire " If h»
the new light then he loses the "confidence" of that niurtffiSSSSESSsS

oerC^rrTtfhrtt8e' he flnds "his usefulness" at an
and, or, to adopt more expressive language one nartv or

^ other -mates the plsSe too hot tffoW Z^\Z
erf#« Ag 7 £® rtqueat8 his " Emission," which is glint¬
ed for the sake of promoting the harmony of the ehSh\

»
Chriatian Inquirer, in the opinion thatfar more decided measures than is generally thought"

^ ** ®TiI" atwhich we haT® h^ed
5* nature of *<*. remedial mea-

'"T an(^ ,be * .?$!.* of discussion by the religious
press, and of reflection t« all clergymen, particularly
pri^Jf£2LPOfli?®B' fr°m th*ir eomtoanding talents or

5mJ? There is no possibility,
.
""turn to the patt. No tithes or

etipends *re to be looked for hew. The dl-
?oroe of church and State on this continent is fi«»i The

ouaUtvenf *!^ ,pr&cti®?1 ^lution of this question, the
C riCl teacI"ng and derical character will

neS «H^.m0re m°re' 1111111 in lhe l®P«e of time some

7 ip?,?s ®IK«"»ation now unthought of or dimly
guessed will arise, before the vitality and power of which -

the profession of a clergyman will cease to be. I.
. ,' Sinc® fnting the above, we hare met the follow¬
ing paragraph in the I*uriian Recorder:

vJu!;^fDiPoST°*'f Dl8*n>8io».A few days since an
Ecclesiastical Council cpnvened at Sheffield, Massachu-
setts for the purpose of dissolving the pastoral relation
between the Rev. James Bradford and the Congregational
Church and Society of that place. Of this Council the

/ a ?ltt8field' was Moderator, and the Rev.

on whipK th ^ Egremont' was Scribe. The grounds
, e/pedien,cy of dissolution was placed

putor fh?r CnU?I tbf age and i^rmitiee of the
pastor. The Council deeply regretted that it had not

^hll6 h°k p®°ple 11,111 lt would havei been more hon-

on i
becoming had they retained the aged pastor

THE UNITED STATES MINISTER TO BRAZIL.

We very cheerfully give insertion (says the New
York Commercial Advertiser) to the following ex¬
tract from a letter written by an American resident
at Kio de Janeiro, dated May 15, bearing honorable
testimony to the efficiency and popularity of the
Hon. K. C. Schenck, representing our Government
at the Court of Brazil:

" We Americans, resident in BraaO, are delighted with
our new Minister, who has done more during the short
time be has been in this country to protect and secure our

tSZtoiZF" " "J<,U,er
'. He has obtained redress for many grievances to which

our merchantmen were heretofore subjected through tedi¬
ous and perplexing custom-house regulations, and I am
aware of several instances where American merchants
have received great benefit from his protection, and are

very much indebted to him for his kindness* and active in-

S£CNVhe,r behalf- Bul whil« h« » »lwmy« ready to
befriend his countrymen, he is very careful not to inter¬
fere when there are not good grounds for his interposi-
m»nV «f Jn 7 F>Pul*r *»tJl ju»e Brasilian Govern-

nt, and is listened to on all occasions with the most
profound respect. In fine, he reflects honor upon his
umutry, and his countrymen here are proud of him, and
Willie so far removed from the land of their birth, are as¬
sured of their rights by the presence of so meritorious a

representative.

MODERN AGRARIANISM.

TROM THE WASHlXOTOX REPUBLIC. ,

In the formal record of the proceeding of the
" Industnal Congress" that recently graced the
city of W ashington, we find the following declara¬
tory resolutions on the subject of « Land Reform

An'.' Thal Land Freedom we understand the
entire abolition and annulment of all property, value or

ownership^, the soil; that the fact of improvement' by
Ullage «r building is the only rightful title by which our

nnir'fU! Can t1hc P0S8e»sion of land, and that thJ
cost of improvement is the only gauge to determiae the

tain.d'StS T.^LWhUe W* deelare the principle oon-

precedj°K resolution to be our sUrting point
2S proposition, we accept, as progressive moans
towards the realisation of our great obiocts

fnJ fi"1' Th1 of aU PnbIio U«dsnow held in trust

bv H^»> fiP 7 0oTernmcnt of United States and

JjM^^ ** °P« ^r settlement
and use by actual cultivators.

by dobt''
e"mPtion of the homestead from alienation

The ultimata object of this class of » Reformers" is,
then, the adoption ofagrarianism is its most radical shape
but seeing that society is, in the language of the dream¬
ers, yet too corrupt to embracc the whole truth, they
generously consent to accept certain measures in the
character of instalments. If the proportion, that there
can be no property in the soil, were confined to the de-
bates of the Industrial Congress, there would be a show
of reason for regarding it simply as the prodaet of aortal
idealists. But the debatee in the Houee of Ropr«*.ta-
tives on the homestead bill preclude such a supposition.
The view was there urged fro. time to time in term,
ahno« .denucal with those of the first reso.ntioo It was

UpT M " incontrovertible argumsnt for the
hd under d.^ussion; and we cannot at this moment re- I
call the name of a speaker in favor of the bill who took

P^to rspudiate the agrarianism that had b~n ad¬
duced m its support. We do not impute agrarianism, or

!° U< 10 Wh° n,e**T,re .

but we that a want of jadgment wu evinced when
provisions were not placed upon the basis of policy,
distinguished from pretensions to natural right Un¬

der the former aspect much, very much, may be said in

£ behalf, both as a me^ure of expediency on the p."
the Government, and of gain on the part of certain classes
of citiieas. Contemplated on the latter grouad it is alto
gether too untenable to receive the .ip|ieit Sanction of
any considerable number in either branch in Congress
When the subject comes before the Senate, we hope that

care will be taken to guard against too powribility of con
founding approval of free grants of land with the
i.« «f£ln.lu.tri.lConjrrm, . a, ...w.^ ]
tion of the more consistent Proudhon.

Paring the past week (says lh« Somerset (N. J.) Whigof June 16) we have had a very old Tortoise shown as.
Its appearance wis indicative of greet age and prettyhard usage. It was found by I. C Hatch, Esq. upon his
farm near our village, under an old stump, probably his
winter quarters. While sitting upon our table, he veryleisurely opened his shell, thijust out his rusty lookinghead, coolly looked at us, gave a knowing wink, as if to
say, " I shant tell all I've seen and then, doubtless sa¬tisfied that he had seen enough of ua, soberly shut him¬self up again.
The age of this Turtle may be guessed, when we saythat upon its shell was out in a legible style, "J. S. 1741,"

one hundred and eltren yeart &gr ' The initials are thoseof members of an old family residing In the neighbor¬hood, and this tortoise has probably been marked by some
one of their old anoestors, in a boyish freak. We have
no doubt of the genuineness of the matter, as the worn
appearance of the shell was evidenoe of the great lapseof time sinoe Its execution, as all fkmiliar with the lon¬
gevity of this animal will know

This surpasses ** the oldest inhabitant" of Rorfingtnn.recently announced, (which was marked 1774,) by thirty-three years.


